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the exoteric Hymn to Demeter covert
references are made to the holy child,
lacchus, and to his death and resurrection,
as dealt with in the Mysteries.T

From larnblichus, the great theurgist of
the third and fourth centuries A.D., much
may be learned as to the object of the
Mysteries, Theurgy was magic, "the last
part of the sacerdotal science,"2 and was
practised in the Greater Mysteries, to
evoke the appearance of superior Beings.
* The theory on which these Mysteries were
based may be very briefly thus stated:
There is ONE, prior to all beings, immov-
able, abiding in the solitude of His own
unity, From THAT arises the Supreme
God, the Self-begotten, the Good, the
Source of all things, the Root, the God of
Gods, the First Cause, unfolding Himself
into Light.3 From Him springs the
Intelligible World, or ideal universe, the
Universal Mind, the Nous^ and the incor-

1 See Article on   " Mysteries," ILncyc.  Britannica^
ninth edition.

^Psellus, quoted  in  lamblichus on the Mysteries.
T. Taylor, p. 343, note on p. 23, second edition.
3 lamblichusi as ante^ p. 301.